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NIH awards Marshall faculty member $1.8 million for 
nicotine addiction research 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
Brandon J. Henderson, Ph.D., an assistant professor of 
biomedical sciences at the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine, has been awarded a Research Project Grant 
(R01), one of the most competitive grants issued by the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). 
 
Henderson was awarded the $1.86 million five-
year grant (R01DA050717) from the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse to study the neurobiological and 
neurophysiological changes that occur due to vaping 
nicotine in flavored products. Henderson’s research 
team is working to better understand how electronic 
nicotine delivery systems, or vaping, alter 
neurobiology to trigger nicotine addiction in adolescents. 
 
“Dr. Henderson’s R01 award represents a critical milestone in our efforts to expand Marshall’s research 
impact. He is exemplary of medical school faculty who are working diligently to develop innovative, 
exciting research to improve the lives of West Virginians,” said Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D., vice president 
and dean of the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “Addiction poses a unique challenge to our 
community and Dr. Henderson’s research holds promise in creating new opportunities to fight this 
evolving problem.” 
 
Nicotine addiction remains the number one cause of preventable death with an estimated 480,000 
tobacco-related deaths each year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Vaping 
products are unique given the high concentration of nicotine, different nicotine formulations and flavor 
additives that may exacerbate addiction and increase risks for nicotine-related diseases and disorders. 
 
“Our previous work that led to this award shows that some flavors by themselves may be addictive. 
Therefore, it is critical that we understand how flavors and nicotine, independent of each other or 
combined, change the brain and contribute to addiction,” Henderson said. 
 
The study will implement an adolescent mouse model system that examines nicotine reward and 
reinforcement translatable to human vaping. The team will then use modern-day neuroscience tools to 
determine specific changes in the regions of the brain most impacted by addiction using fluorescence 
microscopes and electrophysiology. 
 
Since joining Marshall’s faculty in 2017, Henderson has authored or co-authored 15 papers in peer-
reviewed journals, presented his work nationally in 20 invited talks and has previously received R00 and 
R21 grants from the NIH. Henderson has been involved in nicotine-related research since starting his 
graduate studies at The Ohio State University and continued this throughout his postdoctoral studies at the 
California Institute of Technology. Many of the techniques used for studying nicotine addiction in 
his lab were obtained through NIH-funded training at Yale University. In addition, Henderson also serves 
as co-chair of the Basic Science Network in the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco. 
 
The R01 is the original and historically oldest grant mechanism used by NIH. The R01 provides support 








Marshall freshman retention rate at all-time high 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
Marshall University’s retention rate for freshmen is at an 
all-time high, marking significant success after a 
challenging year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
First-time, full-time freshmen who enrolled in Fall 2019 
returned for Fall 2020 at a rate of 78 percent, which is 5 
percent higher than the previous year. 
 
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dr. Jaime Taylor says the retention rate is significant 
because Marshall has never reported such a big increase in 
a single year and the rate is at an all-time high for the 
university. He credits a new effort that has been implemented to improve communication with students. 
 
“We’ve seen remarkable success at the freshman level,” said Taylor. “In the last three years, we have 
really focused on smart, but efficient strategies to improve student success. Our signature student success 
program is called FAM (Friend at Marshall) Peer Mentoring. This program matches every incoming 
freshman or undergraduate transfer student with a peer mentor who checks in weekly, answers questions 
and inspires our new students with tips and strategies.” 
 
Taylor says the new program has been a sweeping success and has been expanded this year to include 
new or continuing sophomores. 
 
“The peer mentors really have the pulse of our students and are able to troubleshoot at just the right 
moment, before a small matter becomes a big issue,” said Taylor. 
 
Associate Provost and Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Sherri Smith says another 
important aspect in the retention rate increase is that it was achieved after the onset of the pandemic. 
Freshmen began their college experience with one normal semester, followed by two-thirds of the spring 
semester before in-person classes were forced to transition to online learning. 
 
“We put a lot of effort into ensuring that virtual advising sessions during the pandemic offered students 
both convenience and quality,” said Smith. “Students are loving these virtual appointments and our 
cancellation and no-show rates are way down. We’re also doing a much better job of following up with 
students who haven’t re-enrolled for the upcoming semester. In some cases of financial hardship, we are 
able to offer small retention grants due to the generous gift of Mr. Lake Polan, who recently served as 
chairman of the Marshall University Foundation Board of Directors.” 
 






Center of Excellence project participating in National 
Prevention Week 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
National Prevention Week is an annual health observance dedicated to increasing public awareness of and 
action around mental health and/or substance use disorders. Each year, National Prevention Week 
includes daily themes to focus on major substance use and mental health topics. The remaining daily 
themes are: 
 
• Wednesday, May 12: Preventing Illicit Drug Use and Youth Marijuana Use 
• Thursday, May 13: Preventing Youth Tobacco Use (E-Cigarettes and Vaping) 
• Friday, May 14: Preventing Suicide 
 
The Collegiate Strategic Prevention Framework Partnership for Success (C-SPF-PFS) Initiative is a 5-
year Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) grant through the Marshall 
University Research Corporation Center of Excellence for Recovery. The student leaders and campus 
champions for the project will promote National Prevention Week by posting facts, resources, prevention 
strategies and more on their social media pages. 
 
The overall goal of the C-SPF-PFS project is to enhance prevention infrastructure and build capacity 
among higher education institutions in Southern WV to prevent the onset and reduce the progression of 
alcohol, tobacco and vaping, marijuana, and prescription drug misuse and its related problems among 
higher education students (18 and older). 
 
“Raising awareness about prevention strategies and efforts is crucial for building capacity and assessing 
the needs of the community,” said Heather McDonnell-Stalnaker, project director at MURC Center of 
Excellence for Recovery. “I believe that prevention with intention will be the key to success for the C-
SPF-PFS initiative.” 
 
Katelyn Fowler is the lead epidemiologist for the project. 
 
“The student leaders and campus champions will be introduced through social media this National 
Prevention Week and take part in releasing accurate messaging and effective resources regarding 
prevention,” Fowler said. “The student leaders have been receiving foundational training in prevention, 
and I am excited for them to take part in sharing what they have learned so far by participating in National 
Prevention Week.” 
 
The C-SPF-PFS is funded through a SAMHSA PFS grant. To view the information provided by the 
student leaders for National Prevention Week please 
visit www.instagram.com/c.spf.pfs or https://www.facebook.com/c.spf.pfs. For more information about 









Collegiate Recovery Community providing scholarships 
for those in recovery 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
The Marshall University Collegiate Recovery Community (CRC) is establishing three new recovery 
scholarship opportunities for students for the summer 2021 sessions. 
 
Students applying for the scholarships must have at least a 2.0 GPA; be actively pursuing recovery, 
enrolled as a part-time or full-time Marshall University student and participate in the Marshall University 
Collegiate Recovery Community. Two scholarships are available for $500 and one scholarship for $200. 
Eligible students are asked to apply by completing the application form on the Marshall University 
Collegiate Recovery website at https://www.marshall.edu/collegiate-recovery-community/. 
 
Applications need to be submitted along with a letter of recommendation to Amy Saunders by e-mail 
at saunde22@marshall.edu. The deadline for application submission is May 21, 2021. Saunders is the 
managing director of the Marshall University Center of Excellence for Recovery. 
 
“These scholarships are a great opportunity for students actively involved in our recovery community to 
gain a little help in continuing their education here at Marshall University,” Saunders said. 
 
A selection committee composed of the Marshall University Collegiate Recovery Advisory Board will 
review and select the scholarship recipients. The board plans to award the scholarships by May 28. 
 
The Marshall University Collegiate Recovery Community provides a supportive community in which 
students in recovery can achieve academic success while participating in college. Programs at the CRC 
are designed to empower students to reach their full potential and help encourage and promote academic, 
personal and professional goals. The program offers a wide array of resources for any student looking to 
make a positive change in their life. 
 
For additional information about the scholarship opportunities available or to learn more about the 








Faces of Physics speaker series to feature Bob Lutz of 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center this evening 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
The Marshall University Society of Physics Students will 
present the last speaker in the 2020-21 Faces of Physics 
virtual speaker series in an online presentation planned for 7 
p.m. Wednesday, May 12, 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0dakeA2ByU. 
 
The presentation will feature Dr. Bob Lutz of NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Center, whose discussion is titled 
“Two synergetic stories from NASA Goddard Space Flight Center that lead to mission success: Technical 
Excellence (The Flight Software Sustaining Engineering Task) and Support for Diversity and Inclusion 
(The GSFC Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Advisory Committee).” 
 
It is free and open to all, and will be followed by a question-and-answer session. 
 
Lutz’s discussion will be centered around NASA Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) and the role of 
GSFC within NASA. He’ll talk about the concept of flight software — what it is and will be,  followed by 
a definition of Flight Software Sustaining Engineering (FSSE). 
 
Lutz also will discuss of the importance of diversity and inclusion at GSFC. This will be followed by the 
story of the Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Advisory Committee, results from its groundbreaking 
personnel climate survey and the impact this study has made at GSFC, to other NASA Centers and 
several federal agencies. 
 
Lutz received a B.S. in meteorology and oceanography from New York University, an M.A. in 
meteorology and oceanography from City University of New York; and an M.S. in meteorology and a 
Ph.D. in geography (remote sensing) from the University of Maryland, College Park. 
  
He has been employed at Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland for over 39 years, first as a contractor 
and now as a civil servant in science and engineering roles, alternating between management and 
technical positions. Lutz has served as a section manger and associate branch head within GSFC, as well 
as technically contributing to the design of a field experiment measuring trace gases in the boreal forests 
of Canada. He also has been involved with the development of ground data systems for NASA research 
and NOAA operational weather satellites.  Lutz currently oversees the Flight Software Sustaining 
Engineering (FSSE) team as the civil servant manager, which supports over 16 earth and space science 
missions and employs almost 30 staff members. 
 
Lutz also has been active in diversity and inclusion activities at GSFC, being a member of the 
Engineering Directorate D&I Committee for over 15 years and a founding member of the GSFC Lesbian 
Gay Bisexual Transgender Advisory Committee (LGBTAC). 
 
The Faces of Physics virtual speaker series is sponsored by the Marshall University Society of Physics 
Students and the American Institute of Physics to highlight outstanding research being done, especially by 
underrepresented groups in the world of physics. The organizers are SPS President Jackie Sizemore and 
SPS Vice President Ellie White. The series will continue in the fall 2021 semester. 





















Men’s Soccer advances to Final Four 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
The journey of the 10th-ranked Marshall men’s soccer team continues 
as the Herd defeated the defending national champions, No. 8 
Georgetown Hoyas, 1-0 on Monday at WakeMed Field. The 
Thundering Herd advances to the Final Four at the College Cup for the 
first time in program history. 
 
The Thundering Herd will play North Carolina at 6 p.m. Friday, May 
14, at Sahlen’s Stadium at WakeMed Soccer Park in Cary, North 
Carolina. The match will be broadcast on ESPNU. 
 
Marshall improved to 11-2-3 while the season came to an end for the 





Bill Noe Flight School to hold May 15 open house for 
prospective students 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
Marshall’s new Bill Noe Flight School is hosting an 
open house for prospective students at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 15, at Yeager Airport in Charleston. 
 
Attendees will be able to take a close-up look at 
Marshall’s new training aircraft and see the facilities 
under construction, while learning more about how 
they can earn a bachelor’s degree and prepare for a 
career in aviation. 
 
Marshall President Jerome A. Gilbert and the university’s Executive Aviation Specialist Bill Noe and 
Chief Flight Instructor Bryan Branham will be on hand to meet students and answer questions. A limited 
number of attendees will be chosen to take a ride in one of the Marshall planes. 
 
Admissions staff will be on hand to provide information about the application process. Light refreshments 
will be served. 
 
The flight school is set to open for the fall 2021 semester. Students will earn a Commercial Pilot:  Fixed 
Wing bachelor of science degree. The ground and flight courses also will lead to a series of FAA 
certifications, preparing graduates to become commercial pilots of single and multi-engine aircraft. 
 
When in full operation, the Bill Noe Flight School is expected to enroll more than 200 students and 
produce some 50 commercial pilots annually. 
 
Those interested in attending are asked to RSVP in advance by calling 304-696-5038 or e-
mailing aviation@marshall.edu. 
 




Photo: Chief Flight Instructor Bryan Branham of Marshall’s new Bill Noe Flight School sits in the 
cockpit of one of the school’s new training aircraft. Branham and other Marshall University officials will 




Newman Center announces spaghetti dinner fundraiser 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
Marshall’s Catholic Newman Center, located across from 
Corbly Hall on 5th avenue, is participating in an upcoming 
event that will be hosted by Catholic Charities and St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church. “Imagine the Pastabilities” is a 
drive-thru dinner pickup that will take place on Sunday, May 
16, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The spaghetti dinners are coming 
from La Famiglia and will be picked up at St. Joseph’s via 
drive-thru. Tickets are $20 per dinner and each meal will 
come with a side salad and dessert. All proceeds will go to 
Catholic Charities of Huntington to help the local community. 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the Marshall Catholic Newman 
Center this week. Any questions regarding tickets or the event 
can be sent to Nick Chancey, the director of the Newman 








Learn how to become a supplier to the Department of 
Defense 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) awarded 
more than $75 billion in prime contracts to small 
businesses in 2019. Learn how your company can 
become a DoD contractor during a virtual event 
hosted by the Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) at 
Marshall University and its partners at the AIM 
Higher Consortium May 18 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
The AIM Higher Consortium is a comprehensive 
initiative funded by the DoD Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation (OLDCC) designed to 
strengthen the defense industrial ecosystem in southwest Pennsylvania and northern West 
Virginia. However, companies from any county in West Virginia may participate in the virtual event. 
 
The expo will introduce manufacturers to the resources of the AIM Higher Consortium and help them 
make connections with purchasing organizations within the DoD. Register for the free webinar 









Zanter to celebrate CD release with livestream concert 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
Dr. Mark Zanter, professor of music, is 
celebrating the release of Earth endures; 
Stars abide on Navona Records’ 
release Fleeting Realms Volume II with a 
livestream concert on parent company 
PARMA Records’ Live Stage concert 
series. 
 
Earth endures; Stars abide for clarinet, 
violoncello and piano was selected from 
600 entries for the CD compilation, which also features the work of Isak Roux, William Toutant, James 
Shrader, Fabio Antonelli and Marvin J. Carlton. It was recorded by the Ergon Ensemble of Athens, 
Greece, and will be performed during the ensemble’s upcoming season, pending COVID-19 restrictions. 
The CD will be released Friday, May 14, and pre-release copies can be purchased on Amazon. Interested 
parties are urged to contact Zanter by e-mail at zanter@marshall.edu. 
 
To kick off the release, the Grover Von Kampen duo will perform a livestream concert on PARMA 
Records’ Live Stage series at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 19. The concert, titled Points of Interest, will 
feature Zanter’s work of the same name and new commissions from Owen Hopper, Emma O’Halloran, 
Quing Ye Wu, Tyler Kline and Drew Dolan. 
 
“I am thrilled about the CD release and my recent collaboration with MU alumni Evan Grover and Kevin 
Von Kampen,” Zanter said. “They are both amazingly talented, and dedicated to commissioning and 
promoting new music.” 
 







Video event to focus on adapting your business to the new 
normal 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected businesses of all sizes. From mandated shutdowns to limited 
capacity and increased distances between customers, businesses have had to adjust to unanticipated 
changes. However, there are opportunities that have arisen from the changes society and the economy 
have gone through. 
 
Marshall University’s Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) is teaming up with  Ohio University’s LIGHTS 
Innovation Center and other partners to offer an online, one-hour conversation featuring Ariana Ulloa-
Olavarrieta, who will discuss opportunities for businesses to thrive in the changing pandemic economy. 
 
The webinar takes place Wednesday, May 26, at 4 p.m. Register for this free event 
at www.rcbi.org/newnormal. For more information, contact RCBI’s Tyler Brandstetter by phone at 304-













Marshall to offer Virtual Jazz Camp June 14-18 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
Marshall’s jazz studies program will host a Virtual Jazz Camp June 14-18 for music students age 13 
through adults. The virtual sessions will be offered with sessions at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. each day and will 
be livestreamed through the Marshall University Jazz Facebook page. 
 
Jazz-MU-Tazz jazz camp is typically a six-day, five-night camp that is an immersive experience for high 
school musicians to learn about jazz improvisation and traditions of the jazz idiom. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and safety guidelines, the camp will again be offered as a Virtual Jazz Camp. 
 
Topics to be covered include jazz improvisation, jazz theory, listening skills, and instrument/section 
master classes by members of the MU jazz faculty. 
 
A registration fee of $75 can be paid by personal check or via credit card.  Once you register, instructions 
for payment and how to join the camp Facebook group will be sent to the e-mail address you provided. 
 
“Whether Jazz-MU-Tazz meets in person or online, our goal is to help you learn jazz music,” said Jazz 
Studies Director Dr. Martin Saunders. “Last year’s virtual camp was a great success and connected over 
165 students from 13 states and two overseas territories. See who you can connect with while learning 
jazz improvisation, listening skills, jazz theory and more!” 
 






Volleyball camps to resume this summer 
 
MAY 5, 2021 
 
Herd Volleyball will be hosting multiple volleyball camps 
this summer and we would be honored to have your child 
and/or children join our Herd athletes and coaches on the 
Huntington campus. This year, we will be hosting Team 
Camp, Elite Camp, All-Skills Camp, and of course, a Little 
Herd Camp. These camps are designed to prepare everyone 
for the upcoming season, teach volleyball fundamentals, 
competition, and elite skills, while most importantly 
reminding them to have fun! 
 
• Elite Camp (Ages 13-18): July 9th -11th 
• Little Herd (Ages 8-12): July 12th -13th 
• All Skills (Ages 9-18): July 13th – 14th 
• Team Camp (Freshman, JV and Varsity Teams): July 15th-17th 
 
For more details and registration click on the following 
link: https://herdzone.com/sports/2019/2/26/volleyball-camps-html.aspx 
 








Local pharmacists receive awards for teaching 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
The School of Pharmacy recently presented its annual Preceptor of the Year awards to 14 local 
pharmacists. Preceptors are experienced pharmacists who provide on-site supervision of pharmacy 
students during their clinical practice in local pharmacies. 
 
“Preceptors enhance our students’ education by facilitating their transition from pharmacy theory to 
pharmacy practice in the real world,” said Craig Kimble, Pharm.D., associate professor and director of 
experiential learning at the School of Pharmacy.  “We appreciate their hard work and commitment to the 
profession.” 
 
The awards are determined by student feedback and voting. Each of the winners will receive a hand-
blown Blenko glass apple with the Marshall University logo. 
 
Recipients (and categories) of the 2020-2021 Preceptor of the Year Awards are: 
 
• Jacob Dotson, Pharm.D. – Holbrook Drug in Morehead, Kentucky (Community 1 IPPE*) 
• Sarah Clay, Pharm.D. – Walgreens in Wayne, West Virginia (Community 2 IPPE) 
• Blake Cantrell, Pharm.D. – Appalachian Regional Healthcare in Morgan County, Kentucky 
(Institutional IPPE) 
• Megan Mellert, Pharm.D. – Marshall Health (Outpatient Clinical IPPE) 
• Maegan Joseph, Pharm.D. – King’s Daughters Medical Center in Ashland, Kentucky (Inpatient 
Clinical IPPE) 
• Josh Bostic, Pharm.D. – Fruth Central Fill in Nitro, West Virginia (Practice Management IPPE) 
• Tyler Clay, Pharm.D. – St. Mary’s Medical Center (Inpatient Clinical APPE) 
• Dustin Baum, Pharm.D. – Marshall Health (Outpatient Clinical APPE) 
• Daniel Collins, Pharm.D. – Walgreens in Hurricane, West Virginia (Community APPE) 
• Robert Hay, B.S. Pharm, Pharm.D., BCPS – St. Mary’s Medical Center (Institutional APPE) 
• Lynne Goebel, M.D., FACP – Marshall Health (Geriatrics APPE) 
• Brenna Mitchell, Pharm.D. – Ebenezer Medical Outreach (Diverse Populations APPE) 
• Kara Orwig, Pharm.D.  – St. Mary’s Medical Center (Infectious Disease Elective APPE) 
• Brian Workman, Pharm.D. – Pharmerica in Barboursville, West Virginia (COVID-19 
Experiential Champion)*IPPE – Introductory Pharmacy Practice Experience  /  **Advanced 
Pharmacy Practice Experience 
 
Information about becoming a School of Pharmacy preceptor is available by contacting Kimble by phone 




Athletic training students win first place in WVATA Quiz 
Bowl competition 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
Students in Marshall’s athletic training program were recognized for 
their first-place win in the 2021 West Virginia Athletic Trainers’ 
Association (WVATA) Quiz Bowl competition held April 16. 
 
Three students from the Professional Master of Science in Athletic 
Training (PMSAT) program participated in the annual event and 
finished in first place over teams from West Virginia University, 
Concord University and West Virginia Wesleyan College. 
 
Kimberly Hill, Gary Gilbert and Katelynn Smith were the members of Marshall’s team. All three students 
are in their second year in the athletic training program and were selected based on their strong academic 
and clinical performance in the program. 
 
Marshall’s team will now go on to represent the state of West Virginia at the regional Quiz Bowl 
competition hosted by the Mid-Atlantic Athletic Trainers’ Association on Friday, May 14th. The students 
will compete against teams from Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and the District of 
Columbia. 
 
Dr. Zach Garrett, program director of athletic training, said he is proud of the students’ hard work to 
achieve this honor, noting that this is the second time Marshall University has won the state quiz bowl in 
school history. 
 
Marshall’s athletic training program is in a 3+2 structure allowing students to complete a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in five years, and is the only 5-year program in West Virginia. 
 
To learn more about Marshall’s athletic training program, visit www.marshall.edu/athletic-training. For 
more information about the West Virginia Athletic Training Association and future Quiz Bowl 
competitions, visit www.wvata.org. 
 
—– 
Photo: (From left) Kimberly Hill, Gary Gilbert, and Katelynn Smith were part of Marshall University’s 
Quiz Bowl team, which brought home first place during the 2021 WVATA Quiz Bowl; Gilbert is pictured 





Marshall, DHHR offer free app for students dealing with 
substance use disorder 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
Marshall University is partnering with the West 
Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources 
to provide help for students who may be struggling 
with substance use disorder during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The smartphone app by CHESS Health, called 
Connections, is free to West Virginia residents and can 
be paired with management from an addiction 
treatment provider or may be utilized by individuals for its included recovery tools. The app was made 
available after licenses were purchased for 45 treatment organizations across the state and unlimited 
access was made available for any individual residents who are not affiliated with a provider. 
 
Matthew Christiansen, director of the Office of Drug Control Policy with the WV DHHR, says the app is 
an excellent way to get connected and get help. 
 
“If you’re a student in recovery, not yet in recovery or just looking for support, the Connections app is a 
free, evidence-based tool to help you achieve your dreams,” said Christiansen. “Recovery happens every 
day.” 
 
Offerings on the app’s addiction management platform include access to a sobriety tracker, e-therapy and 
discussion groups, the ability to connect with trained counselors and peers through messaging, treatment 
plans and calendar reminders, journaling, clinical support and motivational videos. 
 
Amy Saunders, managing director of Marshall University Research Corporation’s Center for Excellence 
and Recovery (COER), says the app is just the latest in a long list of assistance that is available for 
students. 
 
“Marshall is committed to helping support our students,” said Saunders. “There are multiple pathways to 
recovery. The MU Collegiate Recovery Community (CRC) strives to meet students where they are, by 
offering supportive services and a healthy environment to enable students to be successful as they work 
toward their higher education dreams. We are honored to be one of the campuses that was awarded this 
funding through WV DHHR.” 
 
Currently, the CRC offers both in-person and virtual group meetings regularly. Groups include: All-
Recovery, a non-denominational, open meeting for people who are fighting addiction and which also 
offers support for their loved ones; SMART Recovery, a mental health and educational program focused 
on changing human behavior; SMART Recovery Family & Friends, a group which provides family and 
friends of those dealing with addiction the tools needed to cope with their situation; and GRO Marshall, a 
wellness fellowship which nurtures mind, body and spirit through a connection to nature. 
 
To sign up and download the Connections app, visit https://www.connectionsapp.com/connections4wv/. 
 
To check out other offerings by the Marshall CRC or to sign up for a group, 







RCBI machinist, welding grads earn degrees, national 
certifications 
 
MAY 12, 2021 
 
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) has announced 
that the 2021 class of graduates of its nationally 
recognized manufacturing career skills programs, 
offered in conjunction with Mountwest Community 
& Technical College and Southern West Virginia 
Community & Technical College, have earned more 
than 100 degrees, certificates and national 
certifications. 
 
Machinist Technology/CNC students earning Associate of Applied Science degrees are Marc Hallett, 
Matthew Leitch and Kurt Zabel, all of Huntington; Craig Bird of Hurricane; Steven Maynard of West 
Hamlin; John Murray of Prichard; Derick Lyons of Hatfield, Kentucky; and David Thornsbury of Welch. 
These graduates also earned 49 industry credentials from the National Institute for Metalworking Skills 
(NIMS), which means their skills meet industry-established standards and are recognized nationwide. 
 
Earning one-year degree certificates in machinist technology are Hayden Curnutte, Gregory Null and 
Charleston Pauley, all of Huntington. These students also earned nine industry credentials from NIMS. 
 
Welding Technology graduates earning Associate of Applied Science degrees are Cody Daniels, Evan 
Hunter, Shannon Jordan and Christian Loughran, all of Huntington; Alex Linz of Milton; John McCloud 
of Culloden; Chance Dixon of Winfield; and Collin Stevens of Kitts Hill, Ohio. In addition, Samuel Eplin 
of Barboursville earned a one-year certificate. These graduates also achieved 23 national certifications 
from the American Welding Society, American Society of Mechanical Engineers or both, which means 
their skills meet industry-vetted standards for various types of welding. 
 
“We are proud to educate the highly skilled workforce needed by manufacturers in our region, as 
evidenced by the fact that yet again the majority of our graduates secured employment in their chosen 
fields before graduation,” said Charlotte Weber, RCBI director and CEO. “To continue to meet industry 
needs, we encourage young people and others who are looking for new careers to consider these in-
demand fields.” 
 
The RCBI Welding Technology and Machinist Technology/CNC programs offered across the Huntington 
region are enrolling now for the fall term. For more information, visit www.rcbi.org/career-skills or 










New Cases Since April 28, 2021 
   Students: 0 
   Faculty: 0 
   Staff*: 0 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 








The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed May 19, 2021. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, May 17, 2021. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/May-12-2021. 
